The data bases of 18 empirical studies were combined into one comprehensive data set and subjected to meta-analysis.
The issue of the psychological effects of surgery on older persons has been the object of much conjecture but only limited systematic inquiry.
The increased use of surgery as a routine health care practice with persons of advanced age has led to heightened speculation about such phenomena as postsurgical dementia and postoperative delirium within this patient constituency. However, such clinical inferences are frequently derived from small and nonrepresentative samples. The purpose of this paper is to clarify the current status of scientific knowledge in this field by means of a meta-analytic review of existing studies. Meta-analysis is a relatively new retrieval method that combines existing data sets into one summary file, and by so doing, often creates a critical mass of empirical information that allows for scientific deductions not attainable through any one of the individual studies included in the review. This particular endeavor will limit itself to an exploration of the effects of surgery (ie, the operative treatment of illness or disease) on the mental status of geriatric patients, ie, persons who are 65 years of age or older. As such, a relatively large body of research on strictly biomedical and biophysiologic outcomes of geriatric surgery has purposely been kept outside the purview of this particular meta-analysis.
Potentially relevant studies were Table 3 .
The maximum r obtained in any one of the individual studies was .68; the lowest, .00. The summary statistics of Table 3 facilitate the interpretation of these achieved correlations across all 18 studies. It Table 4 . Table 6 together with the associated r-indices reveal (Miller et 
